A MONTHLY PUBLICATION OF THE PORTAGE AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

Well, the snow 1s beginning to melt, I can see grass
and my tulip bulbs are beginning to peek through.
EXECUTIVE . b
D % | But, [ am not sure I should put away my snow shovel
IRECTOR’S Just vet. With the melting of the snow, I just want to
(&le); 0 S B remind everyone that golf tickets will go on sale
April 1*. Mark your calendar, so you don’t forget.

At the Chamber this past month we have been researching possible loca-
tions for a Visitor Center. We have already met with the Portage Park and
Rec board regarding the site of Riverside Park and they have given us
positive feedback in reference to building at this location. At this time,

we want to form a building committee to help us review potential sites in
Portage. Riverside Park 1s just one of many possible site locations. If you
have some interest in working on this project committee, please contact
me. We need to gather input from vou the Chamber member. Even if you
cannot devote time to be on the committee, I would still like to know your
opinions on this potential project.

Our next step in this process will be to hold a public tforum for individuals
to meet with and discuss the pros and cons of building a Visitor Center.
This will enable the community a chance to discuss their wants and needs
in regards to this project. T hope vou will attend.

Did vou know that over 65% of shopping takes place after 4pm? Is your
business catering to these evening shoppers? Would yvour business be 1n-
terested 1n staying open until 7pm once a week on a Thursday night? If
vou answered ves. we want to hear from you. The Chamber 1s working
with Main Street Portage and the Business Improvement District on devel-
oping late night extended shopping hours throughout the City of Portage.
Our organizations want to make a combined effort to advertise late night
shopping hours to the community and we need your support in this.

You might ask vourself. what 1s in it for me 1t I stay open late? The an-
swer...more customers. These groups will be putting together a combined
advertising campaign to alert the community that Portage 1s open and
ready for you to shop. We ask that you as a business alert your customers
through advertising that you will be staying open late on Thursday nights.

With this promotion we have to remember that we are not going to see
results overnight. As with other promotions this 1s going to take time for
people to realize the change in hours. I hope that vou will take this into
account when participating. Another kev to this success 1s multiple busi-
ness participation. One or two businesses staying open late will not

be enough. We need to have strength in numbers and we need to work
together. It you are a business willing to participate, please contact me.
Continued on Page 2

Chamber Sponsored
Meeting

& Event Dates

Ambassador Meeting
8am Community Bank

Adult Education Mtg
At General Enginering
8am

Golf Meeting at
Portage National Bank
3:30pm

Business After 5
Zimmerman Plumbing
303 East Albert St.
Spm-7pm

Concert in the Park Mtg
Portage Daily Register
8am

Taste of Portage Mtg.
Portage National Bank

Road Construction Update
Public Meeting Notice
Thursday, April 3, 2008
2:30pm at Portage City Hall
This will be a public meeting to
talk with the contractor regarding
road construction concerns.
Mark vour calendar 1f you
are interested in attending.

Our Mission...To provide leadership for building a healthy economy and high quality of life in the Portage area.







